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Dear Parents, 
 
The CPO has been very supportive and active this year.  Please join 

them at the monthly CPO meetings.  Childcare is provided as well as 
dinner for you and your children.  It is a wonderful way to be more 
engaged in your child’s school community.  You will develop friendships 
with families your child will play with for many years to come. 

 
Now that the New Year has begun the office staff will begin 

planning for the new 2016-17 school year which will begin in August. You 
will soon be receiving a parent survey asking for your plans for next year.  
You will also receive a parent survey asking for your feedback about your 
family’s experience at Carmelo this year so far.  Please take a minute to 
fill these out and return them promptly.  The information is very 
important to us. 

 
In this month’s newsletter the teachers will be writing about 

language and literacy in the classrooms. The development of oral 
language is one of the most impressive accomplishments that occur 
during the first five years of children’s lives. Research indicates that 
social factors have a prominent role on oral language development, and 
is directly related to interaction with parents and other caretakers. At 
Carmelo we fully realize how important this interaction is between our 
teaching staff and every student. We provide language support during 
informal conversations, teacher-guided activities and play. I hope you 
enjoy the articles about your child and the way they develop language. 

 

Best Regards, 
Laura Dunn 
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Language and Literacy for infants and toddlers 
By Kerry Clausen 

While language and literacy are important in all of the children’s classrooms we find this to be 

the main component in our curriculum for infants and toddlers. At this very young age all our little 

friends are just learning how to communicate, while some may be more advanced than others, 

eventually they all catch up with one another and learn the true importance of language, 

communication, and conversations.  

We strive to create children who know how to express themselves, their needs and their wants 

by focusing on always holding meaningful conversations, answering many questions (big and small), 

using descriptive words to teach a wider range of vocabulary, and reading a wide variety of books for 

the children to enjoy and learn to understand. It is so important for a young child to have an adult who is 

supportive and available during this time of development. 

 As adults in these scenarios we can surely help expand a child’s communication skills by always 

being involved in their attempts to communicate whether that be by teaching them a new word (saying 

what they are pointing at), correcting a word (repeating what they said), or expanding a word into a 

sentence (turning a one or two word phrase into a 3 or 4 word sentence). Here are some examples of 

the ways we help our children gain, maintain, and develop their language and literacy in the infant and 

toddler program. 

Holding Meaningful Conversations (Big and small) 

Dramatic play opens up many opportunities for 

conversations, big and small. 

Monica can now say “Your taking care of your 
babies, you girls are so friendly!” or “your baby is 
cold what does she need?” 
By asking a question she is starting a conversation 
with and between the children. She can now 

expand on this 
topic.  
 

Circle time 

activities can be 

an opportunity 

for us teachers to 

ask questions and 

have meaningful 

conversations with each one of the children 
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Answering Questions (Big and small) 

 

 

 

By acknowledging and answering children’s questions, both big and small we are helping 

children learn how to communicate properly and the meanings to, what, why, when and 

who! 

Using descriptive words and phrases 

“Your apple sounds CRUNCHY ” 
“You’re eating a green apple…yum!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This child pushes her apple and says 

“PUSH!” The teacher then repeated what she has 

said but added more descriptive words to her 

phrase “yes…PUSH! Push apple!” 
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Language and Literacy in the Younger Wing 
By: Susanne Libby 

 
If you know me you’ve learned the passion I have for sharing books with your child.  I 

love reading to children.  I struggled with learning to read in elementary school and I have a 
personal goal to inspire children to want to read.  

Books enrich our lives.  Books motivate.  
They expose us to a variety of language.  
Books extend our knowledge about the 
world around us.  We are invited to 
experience life through the characters in a 
story.   

The Commission on Reading states, 
“The single most important activity for 
building knowledge required for eventual 
success in reading is reading aloud to 
children” I encourage your family to set aside 
time every day to read to your child(ren).  
You will discover the benefits the teachers at 

Carmelo know about reading aloud: 
 
*Helps children associate reading with warm and pleasant feelings. 
*Increases communications with the person reading. 
*Introduces new concepts in a fun and engaging way. 
*Builds listening skills, vocabulary, memory, and language skills. 
*Develops imagination and creativity. 
*Helps children gain information about the world and relate characters, settings, and 
plot to their own lives. 
*Helps develop personal interests. 
*Teaches positive behavior patterns, social values, and positive attitudes toward self 
and others. 
*Teaches about print concepts. 
You can extend a child’s experience with a story by talking about the book and how it 

relates to their experiences.  Take note of the illustrations to help them understand the story 
and make predictions about what happens next.  Ask questions:  Why do you think…?  Have you 
ever…?  Does this remind you of….?  What if….?  Asking open questions will lead you on an 
incredible journey into your child’s thought process and understanding of his/her perspective of 
world. 

As you and your child(ren) discover a variety of books you will find favorites that must 
be read over and over again.  Keep these books interesting by challenging your child(ren) to 
repeat interesting words, rhymes, or dialogue of a character.  You can pause and let child(ren) 
say a word that ends a predictable or repetitive phrase as well as invite your child(ren) to fill in 
words in a rhyming text.   

As a commitment to exposing your child to a variety of books you will find books 
available inside and out.  You and your child are encouraged to read together and enjoy the 
books.  Reading can be a perfect transition activity.  Planning a few extra minutes reading a 
book to your child instills the value you have for books.   
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Here is a list of the teacher’s favorite children’s books. 

 
Sam:  “Caps for Sale” by Esphyr Slobodkina 

A peddler walks around selling caps from a tall, tottering pile 
on his head. Unable to sell a single cap one morning, he 
walks out into the countryside, sits down under a tree, 

checks that all the caps are in place, and falls asleep. When 
he wakes up, the caps are gone--and the tree is full of cap-

wearing monkeys. His attempts to get the caps back 
generates the kind of repetitive rhythm young children adore. 

 

 
Susanne:  “Swimmy” by Leo Lionni 

A little fish, the lone survivor of a school of fish swallowed by 
a tuna, devises a plan to camouflage himself and his new 
companions. 

                                           
 

 
 

 
 
Angie:  “Flotsam” by Eric Wiesner 

A bright, science-minded boy goes to the beach equipped 
to collect and examine flotsam - anything floating that 

has been washed ashore. Bottles, lost toys, small objects 
of every description are among his usual finds. But 
there's no way he could have prepared for one particular 

discovery: a barnacle-encrusted underwater camera, with 
its own secrets to share ...and to keep. 

 
 

 

 
 

Sarah:  “The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein 
'Once there was a tree...and she loved a little boy.'  So 
begins a story.  Every day the boy would come to the tree to 

eat her apples, swing from her branches, or slide down her 
trunk...and the tree was happy. But as the boy grew older he 

began to want more from the tree, and the tree gave and 
gave and gave. 
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Language and Literacy in the Older Wing 
By: Debbie Pearson 

 

Our goal as Teachers is to provide 
learning opportunities through interactions, 
relationships, activities, and play. We use the 
California Learning Foundations books as a 
guide when planning appropriate activities. 
There are so many opportunities for learning 
through parent involvement and teacher or 
child initiated activities in small or large 
group settings.  

A few ways to involve our parents are, 
having them participate as a Mystery Reader, 
journaling with "Moose" and "Pete" our 
classroom stuffies, or helping their child develop 
the concept about print while describing what is 
in the "Surprise Box.”    

Each Friday the children look forward 
to our "Mystery Reader.” The children are 
eager to actively participate in answering 
open-ended questions, problem solving, 
commenting, predicting, and seeking new 
information.  

Each day a different child is selected 
to bring home "Moose" (Gina's group) or 
"Pete" (Debbie's group). This activity 
involves following three Language and 
Literacy Domains which are described in the California Learning Foundations book (vol.1).  

 
1) Listening and Speaking, which includes language use and conversation, vocabulary, 
and grammar.  
2) Reading, which covers concepts about print, phonological awareness, alphabet and 
word/print recognition, comprehension and analysis of age-appropriate text, and 
literacy interest and response. 
3) Writing which focuses on writing strategies, including the emergent use of writing-like 
behaviors.  
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The different Interest Centers lend many opportunities to learn. The Writing Center has 

many materials such as markers, colored pencils, an alphabet strip, envelopes, alphabet 
stamps, and other writing materials for practicing writing skills. Our Big Block area serves as a 
second Dramatic Play area. Whether the children are taking orders at a restaurant, working the 
front desk at the Fire department, or selling produce at "Farmers Market", writing materials 

and books of interest are available to promote 
Language and Literacy. 

We are very fortunate to have a library on-
site that we visit 
weekly. The 
children enjoy 
checking out both 
fiction and non-
fiction books. In 
addition, books 
are available to 

the children through-out the different Interest Centers in 

the classroom.  
Children learn best 

when learning is 
supported at home and 
school. The more 
opportunities we provide, 
the better the children will 
be prepared for 
Kindergarten. 

 
 

"Children are 
made readers 
on the laps 

of their 
parents." 

 Emilie Buchwald 
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Language and Literacy in Transitional Kindergarten 
By: Paula Terui 

 

Language development and literacy are key components 

of our day.   Transitional Kindergarten follows a modified 

kindergarten curriculum which includes letter recognition, 

phonemic awareness including initial letter sounds, rhyming, 

syllables, vocabulary development, concepts of print, emergent 

writing, as well as expressing thoughts, ideas, and opinions in 

complete sentences.  As emergent readers, children learn to 

recognize high frequency sight words and to sound out short 

words.  Listening to text around seasonal and science themes, 

children develop listening comprehension and vocabulary as 

they predict, ponder, infer, ask and answer questions.  

We integrate tactile and kinesthetic modalities with 

hands on letter building with clay, wiki sticks, popcorn, etc.  We 

dance while listening for the letter sounds in words, and in PE 

students create the letters with their bodies and learn a new 

word such as “cartilage” or “abdomen.”   

If you visited our classroom you would see students 

illustrating their lives, dictating to teachers, reading class 

sentences, practicing letter writing, sorting photos according to 

initial sound, and playing 

games to practice auditory 

and visual discrimination.   

With 25 students we maximize the opportunity for 

students to participate and speak by providing small  group 

instruction for English Language Arts.  Our favorite strategy is 

to use partner share. Partners link elbows, look, listen, lean 

in, and use a low voice to share their idea or answer with 

their partner.  This way everyone gets to speak and practice 

expressing before raising their hands to answer or to 

illustrate their idea. 

Thank you for reading about TK! 
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Language and Literacy in the Co-op 
By: Tracey Myrick 

 

At the co-op preschool, January marks the beginning of our semester long focus on 
language and literacy. Our goal has been to develop and foster a lifelong love for literature. 
Both parents and teacher work hard to instill the children with the confidence to believe that 
they can learn to read. They also help them develop a love for stories and the adventures they 
take them on each and every time they open up a book. We begin our unit by helping the 
children to recognize their names and the letters in their names. We then introduce the 
concept that letters make sounds we let the children have fun putting those sounds together to 
make words, rhyming words, and the ever popular silly nonsense words! Each day we read a 
story and talk about the parts of the book and what the story taught us. Through this, the 

children develop reading comprehension 
skills and ideas for telling their own stories. 
Our goal is to help children love the 
freedom and imagination that comes with 
creating their own literature and enjoying 
that literature that has been created by 
others.  

Some of the activities that children 
engage in as they develop their language 
and literacy skills are alphabet recognition 
and phonics practice. They begin by 
learning the alphabet song and pointing to 
the alphabet letters on the wall. After they 

learn to recognize the letters, they begin to learn the sounds that the letters make and they 
practice those sounds with a modified version of a familiar song. We also practice breaking 
words apart into their component sounds and practice putting sounds together to guess what 
word they make. Through this they 
learn syllables, rhythm, and the 
beginnings of decoding, which will 
help them with learning to read later 
on in kindergarten.   

Thanks to the amazing help of 
all the parents in the co-op 
preschool, the children are able to 
get a wide variety of experiences to 
promote language and literacy. They 
get lots of attention in small parent 
led groups, which is what makes 
many of our activities possible. 
January marks the beginning of a fun 
semester focused on language and 
literacy. 
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CPO NEWS 
 
 

Kid's Night Out - Movies and Pizza! 
Kid's Night Out was a huge success. The kids had a wonderful time and we ended 
up with a large group of almost 45 children.  The feedback was overwhelmingly 
positive and we will try to do this again in the future. We couldn't have done it 
without the help of our volunteers, many thanks to Nora Ward and Antoinette for 
helping care for the children. 
 
Enrichment 
The enrichment program at Carmelo is funded by CPO through fundraising from 
events such as our recent Trike-a-Thon. Kim DeRenzo, this year's CPO Vice-
President, is heading up the enrichment program and has organized monthly 
enrichment opportunities for our children. We welcome any suggestions you may 
have regarding enrichment opportunities we can bring to Carmelo.  Wild Things 
came to Carmelo on December 8th. 
 
Upcoming events: 
Whales on Wheels - April 
Room 1 Science activities with Kim DeRenzo (Science Teacher K-5 at Tularcitos) - 
ongoing 
 
Spring Fundraising Ideas 
We are currently working on a spring fundraiser and welcome your ideas and 
suggestions.  
Please email your spring fundraising ideas to Kathy at imkakky@yahoo.com 
 
Next CPO Meeting 
The next CPO Meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 12th at 5:00. Childcare 
and dinner are provided.  
 
Thank you for your support, and we hope to see you at the CPO meetings.  
  

 
   

mailto:imkakky@yahoo.com

